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// Trevor-Roper H. The Crisis of the Seventeenth Century. Indianapolis, 2001. P. 134;  . . 
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ecclesie sua maleficia Malefice exercent, et de modo quo vim generatiuam impedire solent seu etiam 
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G. V. Bakus 

SUPERSTITIO (SUPERSTITION) AND MALEFICIUM (HARMFUL 

MAGIC) IN CONCEPTION OF MALLEUS MALEFICARUM: ITS 

PERCEPTION BY GERMAN INTELLECTUAL CULTURE, 1487–1600. 

Summary 

The paper deals with two important concepts of late medieval demonology – 

superstitio (superstition) and maleficium (harmful magic). These two terms had 

an essential role in the conception of the most prominent book in the field – 

Malleus Maleficarum or The Hammer of Witches. It’s authors argued that 

basement of Heresy of Witches was a perversion of Church rites.  

Keywords: demonology, superstition (superstitio), witchcraft (maleficium), 

The Hammer of Witches (Malleus Maleficarum), Eucharist, dese-

cration of the Host, rite 
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